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who believed that their personal position was in no way weakened if they appeared as the guardians of American interests and demanded the just return of money advanced by American citizens.
Secondly, it was difficult for anyone to persuade the American taxpayer to pay more taxes in order that the people of Great Britain might pay less. Representative Oldfield, of Arkansas, for example, went so far as to say that he would not vote for any proposal for charging the American taxpayer at a higher rate than those in England!1 Some comment was made on the very high rate of taxation which existed in England with a view to demonstrating that this could not be increased. But as the rate in America was at this time the highest in history the point carried little weight.
Congress sincerely felt that the rate of the interest in the final settlement should on no account be lower than the 4% which the American Government had to pay to make the War time advances possible. Furthermore, the negotiators had always to remember that any terms they might offer must be reviewed and possibly revised by Congress.
The publication of the Balfour Note before we had settled with America had undoubtedly produced a bad effect* It had no actual relevance until a settlement had been made, and therefore it only made the position more difficult. There could be no criticism of its sentiment: the timing on the other hand could not be defended*
From the American side there was also considerable support for the view taken by the New Republic that "we cannot cancel, as, unlike Great Britain, we did not get large portions of Syria, Africa and Mesopotamia and the largest share in the German indemnity/'2 And there were also in America many who, while Europe remained armed, would on no account remit War debts to assist in this *' insanity." The ingenuity of Puritan America to wield idealism for material advantage is often a source of wonder. ig* 2. 23.                      "7. 2. 23.